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Dear Friends, 

 

Happy New Year! As we start our life together in 2014, there will be some 
special times when we will all join together to worship and celebrate. The 
reason for these special times is because of 100 years of God’s 
faithfulness to us, GVBC. What have we done to deserve His great love? 
Nothing. It’s God’s grace. But we can, and must, respond to our loving 
God. 

 

As we start this year, I will be taking the last of my 2004-2009 sabbatical 
for one month (January 13-February 12). I look forward to some intensive 
reading on Hermeneutics (how to interpret scripture) and visiting other 
churches to be refreshed. During this time, we have some special people 
speaking on Sundays. Some of our speakers will be Pastor Tom Demorest 
from City Lights Long Beach, Rev. Gary Tawa from Cerritos Baptist 
Church, and Philip & Corenne Smith, our missionaries who rescue 
homeless street children and youth off the streets in Brazil. Both Tom and 
Gary were here at GVBC before leaving to start new ministries. I wish I 
could be here to hear them, but I will listen to their messages from our web 
site. 

 

One offering I would like to remind you of that is highly used and blesses 
many is our Love Fund. This offering helps people in need. It is the offering 
we use to give emergency care to people, or loans to people on a short-
term basis. In 2013, we started the year with about $26,000. We received 
about $21,000 during the year, and we spent about $35,000, which means 
we start 2014 with $12,000. The Lord has always provided for us to help 
others with this offering, but we also know that many new people do not 
know about it, and only those who have offering boxes have a special pink 
Love Fund envelope included. If you would like to contribute to this offering 
that blesses many, you can use the generic Weekly Offering envelope 
from the pews in the sanctuary or book carts in the Community Hall [mark 
it as Love Fund], or go the web site and click on “give”. 

 

Well, God bless you as we start this year. It will be special! 

 

His child,  
 
Pastor Steve 



A SPECIAL CALLING 
PROFILE OF NATALIE HARADA 
BY KATHY AISO 

 

A mind is a 

terrible thing 

to waste... 

Investing in a 

mind is a 

great thing. 

Natalie Harada felt called to work with special needs students. While at Gardena 

High School, God placed in her the desire to pursue a teaching career in special 

education. 

 

Caring and capable 

Being a caring, patient, and capable person, Natalie was able to meet the chal-

lenges these students required. “At the time,” Natalie stated, “I assumed I would 

take the regular route of graduating high school and going to college where I could 

earn my degree and teaching credentials. I could then look forward to a lifetime 

career in special education.” 

By the time, Natalie enrolled at Cal State University Long Beach, teaching jobs 

were scarce. A number of teachers were unable to get teaching positions. As a 

creative person, she always loved to draw. With the dim outlook in education, she 

decided to major in interior design, knowing a job awaited her once she graduated. 

 

A career in interior design 

In 1979, she graduated with a B.A. in Home Economics with an emphasis in Interi-

or Design. God blessed Natalie as she interned and later worked for one of her 

college instructors who had his own commercial interior design firms in Malibu and 

Los Angeles. 

“I worked for this company for 13 years, but always the dream of working with spe-

cial needs students remained my goal,” she stated. As she returned to school for 

her credentials while working part-time, she was able to see progress toward her 

true career goal. In 1985, she completed a multi-subject-teaching credential from 

Cal State University Dominguez Hills. 

 

God opens doors 

In summer 1992, Natalie spotted a tiny ad in the newspaper for a Los Angeles 

County Office of Education (LACOE) Job Fair. She jumped at the chance and at-

tended the fair. God opened doors!  As she was getting ready to leave the fair, she 

ran into and met the LACOE Director of Human Resources. During this brief time, 

the director was impressed with her and set up an interview for her. The teaching 

position was for an independent-study teacher in the juvenile court schools. At the 

interview the panel recognized, with Natalie’s warm and caring personality, she 

would be more suited for teaching pregnant minors. She began her 20-year educa-

tional career as a LACOE pregnant-minor teacher in Lawndale where she made a 

difference in the lives of the teens she taught. 

 

God’s bigger plans 

God had even greater plans for Natalie in the field of education. She went on to 

serve as a Teacher on Special Assignment and Senior Program Specialist before 

returning to the classroom for her final years with LACOE. In 2012, Natalie retired 

as an independent-studies teacher helping students, who are unable to attend 

classes along with their peers, to earn credits for graduation under her guidance 

and direction. “Even today,” Natalie affirmed, ”I keep in contact with some of my 
(Continued on page 3) 
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students and I take an active interest in their personal lives.” Reflecting back 

on her teaching career, “I’ve found much satisfaction and fulfillment in helping 

students who needed extra help in some way.” 

 

Natalie received the Lord at a young age 

A native of Southern California, Natalie grew up with her parents and younger 

brother, Michael. Although Natalie’s parents were not active church members, 

her mother took the children to North Gardena Methodist Church (NGMC) for 

several years. When she was in elementary school and while she attended 

Sunday school, she felt God’s assurance and knew He loved her and would 

always be there for her. This led her to receive the Lord at NGMC. 

In high school, a friend invited her to GVBC. She felt a hunger for the Word so 

this was an answer to her prayers. She enjoyed participating in Sunday school 

and the youth ministries. 

 

Wes & Natalie meet 

While in high school, Natalie met her future husband, Wes, at Mt. Hermon. 

Their friendship blossomed into marriage in 1981. The Haradas were married 

on May 16 at Gardena Valley Baptist Church by Reverend Hirose. Natalie ad-

mires Wes for his steady, calm demeanor. She and Wes are the proud parents 

of adult children, Loni, Loren, and Lyle. Loren helps to lead the Monday-night 

Volleyball Sports Ministry at GVBC. Natalie often recruits her children to help 

her prepare crafts and decorations for the church. All three children attended 

GVBC during their growing up years. 

 

Natalie serves in GVBC Ministries 

Today, Natalie serves in many areas of ministry at GVBC. In addition to being 

part of the Hula Ministry, she uses her artistic ability to make crafts for the se-

cond-session Sunday school toddler’s class, the Women’s Breakfasts and Re-

treats, and our annual Vacation Bible School (VBS). She has also served as a 

teacher and assistant for Sunday school and VBS. Also, she loves being a part 

of her Women’s Community Group, too.  “We study, pray, and support each 

other,” Natalie affirmed. 

 

Retired but still a very busy lady 

Now that Natalie is retired from teaching, she works as a part-time receptionist 

for Dr. Paul Hirano (also of our body). “Early retirement has given me many 

opportunities,” she states. “I enjoy spending more time with my parents and in-

laws.  I can now help my in-laws run errands and enjoy walks with my par-

ents.” 

For the last several years, she’s been learning self-defense and martial arts at 

Elite Training Center in Redondo Beach. She just finished the Tri-City CERT 

training and highly recommends it to anyone interested in being prepared for 

emergencies. Each morning, retirement has provided her with valuable time 

with God in devotions. 

 

Doing her work for the Lord 

One of Natalie’s favorite Bible verses,  Colossians 3:23 reminds her: whatever 

she does for others, it is really being done for the Lord. 

(Natalie Harada Profile Continued from page 2) 
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Whatever 

you do,  

do your 

work  

heartily,  

as for the 

Lord rather 

than for 

men; 

 
Col 3:23  



GVBC Short-Term Mission trips to Japan and Thailand  
Applications for the 2014 Japan Team are available in the Narthex and are due in the church office by Wednesday 
January 15. The team will serve in Japan from August 7-19, 2014. For more information please contact Tommy 
Park at thomas.y.park@gmail.com. GVBC will also be sending a team to Thailand next year, January 6-18, 2015, 
and they will be assisting in work with water systems. Applications will be available for the Thailand team on 
February 1 and will be due by February 28. The Missions Committee recommends that GVBC members who are 
interested in short-term missions consider these two opportunities. If other options are considered, candidates 
must first speak with the missions committee 6 months prior to departure. Contact Sanaye Nagami, Missions Chair, 
through the church office for any questions.  
 

San Telmo | Mexico Short-term Mission 
Bob Matsushima 
In the mist of all activity and work, this trip I saw very clearly the building of the "4 Christ Mission" vision here in San 
Telmo. Several years ago, first the establishment of the church, then the establishment of an elementary school 
with the first grade, then the school building, and then a new grade added every year. Now that the first grade class 
will be entering the 7th grade, the start of a middle school with a new middle school building across the street is 
planned. God's vision is growing here progressively step-by-step so the children of this farm village can have a 
future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11). 
 
Bill Louie 
I always look forward to going to San Telmo just before Christmas. It always gives me time to reflect why I am 
going and to serve what purpose. To me, I always feel like it’s just a weekend get away right before Christmas. It 
makes me feel good to serve the people and children of San Telmo. Sometimes we forget who we are and why we 
are celebrating Christmas. It is not really for us, but for serving God and to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. It 
makes me feel good to help the less fortunate so they can have a better Christmas. It is simply amazing to see the 
many bright smiles on the childrens’ faces as they get their presents and the people of San Telmo are so 
appreciative on what we are doing for them. It is so peaceful in San Telmo and life is so simple there, I also feel 
good about serving the people there and I know it, too, pleases God. We are doing this for God and advancing His 
Kingdom. I always remember the passage in Matthew 25 on how the goats and the sheep are being separated. 
That is why we are here. 
 
Gerald Mayewaki 
I always look forward to going to Mexico to serve alongside all of you and those from other churches. Also, 
reuniting with my Mexican friends from San Telmo and Tijuana is always a joy. To see God's kingdom grow and 
reach people in San Telmo is truly amazing. Each time we go, we can see progress of 
the church and community. I continue to learn how great and wondrous God's love can 
be. 
 
Frank Nakamura 
Going to San Telmo was a blessed experience in many ways. The merciful, gracious 
Hand of God was evident throughout the preparation for and on the mission trip to San 
Telmo. I formed new friends as brothers and sisters in the Lord packing give-aways, 
cooking the planned amount of rice just in time for the trip thanks to loaner cookers from 
GVBC and working alongside them on the trip. When it appeared we would run out of 
food at the Ensenada prison, God provided just enough to feed everyone who came 
through the line. God impressed on me the potential for the children of the migrant 
farmers by the sparkle in the eyes of many of the parents we talked to and prayed for; 
the way they looked you in the eyes when we talked with them; their prayer requests not 
just for themselves but for their spouses and community. For example, prayers for jobs 
and for control of drug trafficking. The church leadership vision is for long term growth 
and improvement of quality of life for the community. Also, for the schoolhouse which is 
being built to move the current six graders into next year and junior high students in the 
next three years. This was an opportunity to not only serve needs of the people, but to 
be blessed by the Word of Almighty God shared by the church leadership. 
 
Jim Kawashima 

OUR MISSION FIELD 

“GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS…” MATTHEW 28:19 
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God brings so many of us together for one purpose — to care for the needy. It may only be for a day or two 
physically, but forever in our hearts. We can continue to show Christ love in many ways. 
 
 
Teresa Matsushima 
Thanks to all those from GVBC for donating their “hotel” soaps, shampoos, and sundry items, the used shoes, 
crocheted baby hats, and those who prayed for us while we were in Mexico. Although five GVBCers went to 
Mexico as “goers,” those who participated in donating and praying, went along with us to Mexico as “senders 
and supporters” of the mission work. Although I served on the medical team, I am always amazed how God 
chooses to heal people in different ways — sometimes through medicine, sometimes through prayer, 

(Our Mission Field Continued from page 4) 

FAMILY NEWS  
“A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” -JOHN 13:34 

 
Kamryn Motoyasus 
Friday, December 27, 2013 at 2:14pm 
8lbs, 9oz 
19.5 in. 
Congratulations to proud grandparents, Dave & Dawn Robinson in the birth of their second granddaughter, 
Kamryn, who was born on Friday, December 27, 2013 at 2:14 p.m. Proud parents are Weston & Lisa 
(Robinson) Motoyasus. Kamryn’s big sister is Brynn. 
 
 
 
 
 

Claire Kushigemachi 
Tuesday, January 7, 2014 
7lbs, 9oz 
51.5 cm 
Congratulations to Scott & Amy Kushigemachi in the birth of their first baby — it’s a 
girl. Proud grandparents are Miyako Phillips and Mas & Peggy Kushigemachi. 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers and Condolences 
Mrs. Mary Kopp and family in the passing of her beloved husband, Rev. Paul Kopp, who passed away on 
Sunday, December 29, 2013. Rev. Kopp pastored here at GVBC. The funeral will be held in Santa Barbara 
where they resided on Saturday, January 25 at 11:00 a.m. at the First Baptist Church of Santa Barbara, 949 
Veronica Spring Road, Santa Barbara. 
Chieko Kitaoka and family in the passing of her daughter, Rene Judkins, who passed away on Sunday, 
December 29, 2013. The funeral was held in Connecticut where Rene lived. 
Dick Amemiya and family in the passing of his beloved wife, Paula, who passed away on January 6. The 
funeral service will be held on Saturday, February 1 at 10:00 a.m. at GVBC. Reception following  the funeral 
service. Pastor Steve Langley will be officiating. 
Rick & Stephanie Nakayama and Susan & Martin Siaw and families in the passing of their beloved father, 
George Nakayama, who passed away on Wednesday, January 8. Funeral arrangements pending. 
 

Letters to GVBC 
Dear GVBC Family, Thank you so much for the individual floral arrangements that were given to my parents, 
Frank & Nami Fukuzawa, during their recent stays in the hospital. Praise God, they are both home now. 
Mom’s extended stay will still require PT at home, but it’s sure wonderful to have them home. Your kindness 
and thoughtfulness will always be appreciated. Loved, Sheryl Iijima 
Dear GVBC, On behalf of the Gardena Human Services Food Pantry, I would like to thank you for your 
generous donation of 32 bags, 2 cases, and 2 boxes of food. Thank you for your support and assistance in 
helping the needy in our community. Sincerely, Kelly Fujiio, Director, by Evette Benjamin, Administrative 
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BIBLE BASICS Stan Terasaki – GVBC Community Group 
Leader & previous Board Vice Moderator and Pastor 
Annette Kakimoto – Discipleship & Community Ministries. 
This course will introduce you to how the Bible   came 
about, its central story, how to use a Bible, how God speaks 
to us through the Bible, etc. Learn how to develop basic 
Bible reading and applying to your everyday life and 
relationships. 

7 HABITS FOR HIGHLY EFFECTIVE PEOPLE  
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Rev. Doug Hubbard, Regional Minister for 
Youth and Global Missions with American Baptist Churches 
of  Los Angeles This world-famous course equips you for 
personal, professional & spiritual effectiveness by 
enhancing greater productivity, healthier team relationships 
and life balance in your spiritual life, family, GVBC ministry 
and leadership, and workplace. Normally this course costs 
$1,995.00, but the special rate of $115.00 is available only 
through our American Baptist region. Grow as a person & 
disciple of Jesus. (Cost:  $115.00 for 7 Habits workbook, 
CD, DVD, resources & book). 

 

College/Young Adult Retreat 
Friday, January 31 – Sunday, February 2. Contact James 
Chang, ext. 682, james@gvbc.net or Chris Koga, 
chris@gvbc.net. 

 

Children’s Winter Camp February 15 — 17 

 

Youth Winter Retreat 
February 15 — 17, Alpine Meadows Retreat Center, 
Angelus Oaks. Theme: Disconnect to Reconnect, Psalms 
46:10. Speaker is Llcian Lemus, assistant pastor  for El 
Camino Metro church in Sun Valley. More info to follow. 
 

Singspiration 
In celebration of GVBC’s 100th you’re invited to a 
Singspiration on Sunday, March 30, 3:00 p.m., 
Sanctuary. GVBC used to join other churches in a time of 
singing hymns and choruses every month, called Nisei 
Sing. They moved from church to church and it was a 
time of praising God through singing, hearing God’s 
Word spoken, and enjoying the fellowship of Christians 
from throughout the     Los Angeles area. They also 
traveled to San Diego a few times. Enjoy refreshments 
after the singing. You are welcome to bring your own 
goodies to share. If you have a hymn or old chorus you 
would like to sing, please let Shig Kawashiri know: 
shig@gvbc.net. 
 

Vacation Bible School  
Monday, July 14 to Friday, July 18. 

 
100th Anniversary Celebration Luncheon 
Saturday, August 16, Marriott Hotel, Torrance. 

CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 

EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in the subject line]. 
You can also contact event leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 

Pastor Ron’s Bible Study Classes 

OASIS: on hiatus until January 15, 2014. 

Following Christ Today: Sundays, 10:45 a.m., room 
218. This class is the revised former Basic Christianity 
Class with a renewed focus on learning to follow Jesus 
today as His disciples in this fallen world. Whether you 
are a brand-new Christian or have been a believer for 
many years, you will gain valuable, life-changing 
insights from this class. 
 

Winter Quarter Community Groups  
Registration now for the 8-week winter quarter, 
beginning on Sunday, January 19 and ends on Sunday, 
March 9. Visit the registration table in the Narthex to 
register. For more info contact the church office. 

 
Bilingual Saturday Service 
Saturday, January 11, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m., Sanctuary. 
The GVBC’s Bilingual Service is every second Saturday 
of the month. Refreshments served in Room 201 after 
the service. Everyone welcome. We may not have a 
February service (TBA). For our March 8 Bilingual 
Service, Pastor Ken Matsuda from Oasis Chapel in 

Japan will be here. For more info contact Pastor Eiji 
Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. The next bilingual 
service will be February 8. 

 
Classes offered at GVBC 
LIFE FOUNDATIONS: Core Courses for the Christian 
Life, Wednesdays January 22 - March 5, 2014 6:30 – 
8:00 p.m. 7 Habits course, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Registration 
forms in the Narthex.  
DEADLINE to register: Friday, January 17. 
 

PHILIPPIANS INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY – Part II Ron 
Matsuda – Retired GVBC Teaching Pastor Learn the 
basics of inductive Bible study skills of Observation, 
Interpretation and Application as you work slowly through 
Philippians.  
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REPORT ON ADVENT CONSPIRACY 
Our Advent Conspiracy fundraiser raised approximately $38,000.  
Thank you for your faithfulness. 

ONLINE GIVING 
Don’t have a check handy?  You can give online!  
Check our website at www.gvbc.net, “Give.” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Death Valley Comes Alive!   
March 17 -19, Monday to Wednesday 
 

San Diego Zoo Safari Park   
April 9, Wednesday 
 

San Francisco Your Way! 
May 19 - 22, Monday to Thursday 
           

Warner Brothers Studio VIP Tour   
June 10, Tuesday 
 

Nebraska / Spam Museum Tour   
September 24 - 30, Wednesday to Tuesday 
   

Coronado Christmas & Del Mar “Holiday of Lights”  
December 11, Thursday 
 
*You do not have to be 55+ to join us on any of these of these 
tours. All adults are welcome. Contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi 
through the church office. 

GVBC WEDDING PHOTOS NEEDED 
If you were married at GVBC, we can scan your picture and post it in the Community 
Hall or hallway on Sunday, February 16 for our Valentine’s Sunday 2014. Please turn 
them into the office by February 9. 
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PRIME TIMER TOURS 2014 

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE 
Available online Wednesday, Jan 22 at www.gvbc.net.  
Hard copies in the GVBC Narthex on Sunday, Jan 5. 



┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone    (310) 323-5683 
Website  www.gvbc.net 

E-mail     gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter    http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 
 

  
 
 

 Steve Langley Senior Pastor ext 0 

 Daniel Matsuda Associate Pastor, Youth ext 681 

 Eiji Osato Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext 676 

 James Chang Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext 679 

 Annette Kakimoto Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext 680  

 Chris Koga Assistant Pastor, College ext 685  

 Layne Wakuta Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext 684 

 Susan Wakuta Elementary Children’s Director ext 689  

 Michelle Koga Nursery Director  

 J.J. Frey Worship Coordinator  

 Wendy Nakano Office Manager ext 672 

 Peggy Kushigemachi Financial Assistant ext 675 

 Jan Magnani Secretary ext 671 

 Rei Abe Nichigo Secretary ext 677  

 Aubrey Matsunami Christian Educ. Secretary ext 678  

 Susie Shelley Newsletter Editor ext 673  

 Socorro “Coco” Kagawa Maintenance Asst 

 Gerald Mayewaki Maintenance, AV Asst.  

 Robert Kato Sunday Services, Assistant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 English Worship Services: 8:45am & 10:45am 
      Children’s Sunday School concurrent 
 Japanese Worship Service: 10:45am 
       Children’s Sunday School at 9:30am, Room 206 

  
 

Sunday, January 12 
Pastor Steve Langley 

 
 

Sunday, January 19 
Speaker Pastor Tom Demorest, Citylights Church 

 
 

Sunday, January 26 
Pastor James Chang 

Worship Schedule 
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